FORM MO,
FEB 1952 B1-4M

COUNTRY
SUBJECT

DATE OF
INFO..

PLACE
ACQUIRED

Sz INTELLOFAX fpproved For Release 2006/04/18 : CIA-RDP82-00457R013900330005-1

) e

CENTRAL INTELL)GENCE AGENCY

CLASSIFICATION  SECRET/CONTROL -~ U. S, OFFICIALS ONLY

_ SECURITY INFORMATION : 25X1
INFORMATION REPORT rerorr
CD NO.
Rumania | DATE DISTR, 17 October 1952
Biographical Sketch of Gheorghiu-Dej "~ NO. OF PAGES 6

25X1 AR ‘-e»‘.‘ . 7
gggc HE ' NO. OF ENCLS,
B L & J  (usTED BELOW)

O NOT CIRCULATE ~ SUPPLEMENTTO

25X1 REPORT NO.

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE

M OF THE UNITED STATES, WITHIN THE MEANING OF TITLE 18, SECTIONS 793 |
AND 19%, OF THE U.B. CODE, AS AWENDEO. 1T TRAHSHISSION OR REVE-
LATION OF IT6 CONTENTS TO OR RECEIPT BY. AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON 18
“ PROHIBITED BY LAW,

! THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

THE ACPROPUGTION OF THIS FORM |§ PROMIBITED.

25X1

1.

2

This peport is a biographical sketch of Gheorghe Gheorghiu-~Dej; his
origin, early life, political carser, relations with Moscow, perscnal
life, and soms comments on other leading figures in the Rumanian
Communist Party.

The struggle for power bestween Ana Pauker and Gheorghiu-De) and their
respective cliques had been going on for a long time, Fach accused the
other of corruption, deviation from the line of the Moscow Polltburo
and the Cominform, encouragement of Rumanian elements hoatile to the
Soviet Union, and so forth. The Kremlin knew well the cleverness and
intellectual capacity of Ana Pauker and her services in furthering
Communism in Rumania, but it also did not overlock the faole that
Gheorghiu-De} was the unquestioned leader of the Rumanian Workers!
Party, possessed its confidence, and that he¢ had much greater sxperience

- and familiarity with the practical field of Communist egitation in

Rumania and was as capable of carrying it on with success. In addition,
it was known in Moscow that Ana Pauker was unpepular in Rumania, in faot
she was hated by the working class. Her Jewlsh origin played a part not
to be underrated in thls respect.

After much backing and filling, the Kremlin ﬁaa apparantly convinced

that the retention of Ana Pauker could only be forced upon the Rumanian

Commnist Party by Moscow's support. A4n open warning followed in the
dismissal of Vasile Luca from the post of Finance Minlster, Luca be-
longed to the Pauker clique, He was accused of everything with which a
bose of the regime could be charged. Any observer could now predict
that further attacks against the Pauksr cirele would follow. The methed
was the well known old one; & new make-up of the Rumanian Politburo was
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announced, in which Ana Pauker's name was omitted. After a few more days
came the main attack: the sppointment of CGheorghiu-Dej as Prime Minister,
Petru Groza, who had only served until now to smcther and conceal the
struggle between Pauker and Gheorghiu-Dej, was finally shoved aside and
as payment for his submissiveness he received the unimportant pest of
president of the National Assembly.

Gheorghiu-Dej was born on 8 November 19011 at Barlad, Moldavia, of a
working class family. His father, Tanase Gheorghiu, worked in the local
small industries. The extreme poverty of his parents! home strongly
influenced the development of young Gheorghiu's character and his later
attitude to the labor problem. He had to go to work at the age of 1l.
At 15 he was an €lectrician apprentice with the Steaua-Romana at
Moinesti, Moldavia. His training as an electrician was completed in the
0il industry at Campins.

In 1917 Gheorghiu was & witness to the rebellion of the Russian soldiers
on the Meldavian front. The soldier committees which were established
impressed him strongly. Hxs revolutionary opinions were reinforced by
the frequent strikes at that time among the workers in the oil industry.
He took an active part thersin and distinguished himself as an organizer
of groups to fight the strike-breakers,

In 1921 he was in Galati, working in the street railway shops. Organi-
zation of the Communist Party in Rumania began in this year. In 1923

he was called to military service. He served with the 3 Pioneer Regiment
at Focsani, Here he became a Lop-name "Bolsheviste" He was imprisoned
several times as punishment for revolutionary activities during his
period of service.

After completing his term of military service Gheorghiu worked for the
Galati Street Railway Company. The Rumanisn labor unions at that time
were led by sensible elements, who tried to keep the workers out of the
"elass war," Gheorghiu, however, proposed leading the workers to better
pay by the revolutionary rcad. For this he was summarily dismissed,
Shortly thereafter he found employment with the large Gotz & Company saw
works in Galati, and later he worked again in the street railway shops.

The Fourth Congress of the Rumanian Labor Party, in 1928, proposed to ef-
fect a union with the Bolshevists, but this was not accomplished because
the later congress of the labor union at Timisocara in 1929 voted to
exelude the Communist syndicate. This left the latter no alternative
but to proceed illegelly. The more radical workers in the railway shops
organized an extensive underground activity. Gheorghiu was a member of
the syndical committee, In this capacity he came into closer associlation
with the Communist party crganization and became a Party member. His
task was to organize a party cell in the railway workshops. Later, the
larger responsibility of lccal organizer of the party was transferred to
him. In 1931 he was sent to Bucharest as a delegate to the national
conference of the so-called "Dead Opposition."”.

In August 1931 Gheorghiu was transferred from the workshops at Galati to
those at Dej as disciplinary punishment feor his agitation activities.

This is how he acquired his name-suffix "Dej." At Dej he immediately
organized a local section of the Red AMR (Workers' Aid Organization of the
Labor Union). At the general meeting of the railway workers of Dej, he
offered a manifeste for a program that accorded with the Communist Party
line. Its main point was a stimulation of strike activity as a means of
forwarding the workers' rebellion.
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In 1932, at a meeting of Comminist workers in the industrial centers,
Gheorghiu-Dej was made sacretary of the Organization Committee. In the
summer of 1932 a syndical conference was held at Galati under his
leadership, at which Communist infiltration of the labor unions was
resolved upen, About this iime an open letter of Gheorghiti-Dej's was
published in the bulletin of the "Action Committee for Peace." It was
an analysis of the supposed war preparations of the Western Powers
against the uoviet Union.

Following the party conference of 1932 Gheorghiu-Dej was secretary of

the Central Committee and a member of the General Council of the Communist
syndicate, Both regional astion committees, at Cluj and Galati, were
under his personal control. He organized a mass demonstration in the
railroad workshops at Dej, immediately following which the shops were
closed and most uf the workers dismisged or transferred to shops in. other
parte of the counmtry. Gheorghiu-Dej was arrested and held, first at

Tasi and then at Bucharest. Released from arrest in the auntumn of

1932, he went as a delsgate of the Communist syndicate to the International
Labor Conference in Beriin,

Then came the first great mass desoustrations in the railroad shops at
Grivita and Bucbareat} whizh Cheorghiu-Dej organized. The goal was
recognition of the shop lebor committees and a 20 percent raise in pay.
When these demands were not realizéd, there followed strikes and the
cceupation of the shops by the workers. The government tried to arrange
a compromise, but found itself compelled to declare a state of emergency.
On 14 PFebruary 1933, two days after the strilke had been put down by the
army, Gheorghiu-Dej was arrested, He and some hundred strikers were
brought before & military cowrt. During the trial Gheorghiu-Dej de-
clared that these strikes were organized and led by the Communist Party.
He was sentenced to 12 years' hard labor.

He was in thie prisons of Vacarestl; Cralova, Ocnele-Marl and Alud. In
1937 he was at the Doftana prison, where he met other well known
Communists 1ike Vasile Luce, Alexandru Moghioros and Chivu Stoica. In
1938 he was recognized as a “politisal prisoner?; which meant that he
could receive visitors and bocks, and could work in the prison shops.
The Doftana prison was dssiroyed by an earthquake on the night of 9-10
November 1940, and the prisoners were transferred to Caransebes, Here
Gheorghiu~Dej met Ana Pauker.

Gheorghiy-Dej, with cther Communists, was employed in the Targu~Jdiu labor
camp in September 1343. He was in the camp hospital in the spring of

1944 and there met Emil Boun aras, who later bscame Defense Minlster, but
at that time had been engaged in organizing Communist Party armed fighting
Eroups.

In mid-August 1944, after 11 years' imprisonment, Gheorghiu-Dej escaped
from the labor samp. After the Rumanisn collapss of 23 August 1944, he
began to stir up the people against the newly established democratic
government .

From 4 November 1944 Gheorghiu-Dej held the post of Minister of Commpniw
cations in the new governmsnt. His appointment was arranged by the Soviet
Covernment, on the ground that it was necessary to the security of their
troops in Austria, Hungary and Bulgarla. The last government in Rumania,
rataining some trace of autonomy, that of General Radescu, was over-
thrown by the Gommmists on 6 March 1945.

The National Confersnce ¢f the Rumanian Communist Party took place in
QOctober 1945. Here Gheorghiiu-Dej was named General Secretary of the
Party and President of the Government Economic Council. During his first

SECRET/CONTROL - U. S, OFFICIALS ONLY

Approved For Release 2006/04/18 : CIA-RDP82-00457R013900330005-1



17\7

18,

19.

20.

21,

22,

Approved For Release 2006/04/18 : CIA-RDP82-00457R0139003300051

SECRET /CONTROL -~ U, S, OFFICIALS ONLY

oty

visit to Moscow, in January 1945, he had consolidated his personal
poelitical position with the Soviet powers and was commissioned by them

to do everything he could to avcelerate Rumanian economic concessions to
the Soviet Union. When Cheorghe Tatarescu, bthe«liiberal dissident, pro-
posed a smailer covncil for carrying out the economic plan, the Communists
seized the opportunity to wake Gheorghiu-Dej the instrument for the
economic sovietizaticon of the country.

In his capacity as Minister of Communizations Gheorghiu-Dej was won over
by the big industrialist Nicolae Malaxa to his railroad building program,
which for Malaxs was coupled with large commissions. For this he was
laden with gifts by Malaxa, including considerable sums of money and a
beautiful ¥illa in Bucharest. A month afier his appointment as Communi~
cations Minister he gave the Malaxa works orders te the amount of two milli-
ards of lei. As a result of this deal substantial sums came into the
treasury of the Communist Central Committee. Shortly thereafter
Gheorghiu~Dej besams Minister of Public Works, and in December 1945,
Minister of Ezonomy in the new govermment of Peira Groza, Gheorghiu-
Dej's economic line from the beginning was that prescribed in advance

by the Kremlin: advancemsnt of the country through industrialization.
This was shown in his newspaper artisle end his speeches, which were
published in brochurs furm 1951, Industrialization and subsequent
iproletardization of the coun were the main goals of the five-year

plan, according %o his owm words,

At the plenary sesgsion of the Rumanian Cormunist Party Central Committee

in July 1944, Gheorghiu-D#j attacked in sharpest teorms the supposed
nationalistiz tendens in Rumania and denounsed the so-called "chauvinistic
provocationism? of Patrascanu, who, charged with being an agent of Western
imperialism, was diomissed az Minister of Justice and arrested.

After the foroced abdization of King Michael I at the end of 1947, the
whele mashinery of the country was reformed on the lines of the Marx-
Lenin principles. The Commrdst front was replaced by the "single!
Rumanian Laboy Party (February 1948). The Covermnment was also reformed
and all non=Commund st ministers had to give wp their posts. Gheorghiu-
Dej became deputy Prime Mioister (13 April 1948) and simultaneously a
member of the Politbure and the Organization Bureau of the PMR (Rumanian
Labor Pariy).

Gheorghiu-Dej was eharged with the supervision of the national economic
plans for the first two yesrs, 1949 and 1950, In his report to the
plenary session of the PMR Central Committee (3~5 March 1949) he dealt
with the problem of cooperation befween the industrial proletariat and
the peasantry. He recommended the retention of the middling peasant
properties, which he viewsd as the key to raising the conditions of the
villages. He made from this formula a principle for realizing the
"social reconstruction® of agrisulture. In this connection he emphasized,
in opposition to the Ana Pauker group, the necessity of the free consent
of the peasantry to gollectivization.

Besides his work in conrection with the first five-year plan, he applied
himself to the program for the electrification of the country, for the
realization of which he worked vigorcusly. In his "Articles and Speeches®
he emphasized the lack of criticism and self-criticism among officials.,

In contrast to Ans Pauker, Ghecrghiu-De) was always regarded as a true
representative of the Rumenian working class. He never gave up his
Rumenian citizenship -- in in contrast to Ana Pauker, luca and
Bodnaras, who became Sovieb citizens, In the new light of the Stalinist
doctrine, he is a true son of the people as Moscow sees it.
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Although Ana Pauker was not only a member of the Cominform, but like
Luca, a former functionary of the Comintern, Gheorghiu-Dej was com-
missioned by Moscow to prepare the report for the expulsion of Yugo-
slavia from the Cominform (November 1949), There already was a sign of .
the side Moscow had chosen in the struggle between the two,

Gheorghiu-Dej was steadily insistent on making the Marx-Lenin doctrine
his own, but he did not forget, by his own words, to remain true to the
new directive of "his beloved comrade Stalin." He showed himself a
sturdy fighter against every deformation or deviation. And therein lies
the explanation of his success.

Petru Groza, the former Prime Minister and present President of the
National Assembly, was and is a tool for covering the power play behind
the Rumanian Communist scens, As long as Moscow had not decided to
place political power in Rumania formally in the hands of Gheorghiu-Dej,
because it believed the strings could be better manipulated through a
balance weight between the Ana Pauker and the Gheorghiu-Dej groups,
Groza was needed to camouflage the comedy. Now he is rewarded with a
post of no political importance. Gheorghiu~-Dej has become the Soviet
head puppet in Rumania; but the real power in Rumania remains with the
Central Committee of the PMR, which is the sole crgan for receiving
orders and carrying out important decisions of the Kremlin.

The danger points in the policy of Gheorghiu-Dej are the agrarian policy,
the carrying through of collectivization, and the problem of Rumanian
goods deliveries to the Soviet Union. Moscow appears to understand

that in Rumania a balance between the production of the country and the
resulting development of Cormunism is necessary. This concurrence of
Moscow's in the Gheorghiu-Dej point of view is quite remarkable: it
amounts to nothing less than recognition of a declared Rumanian concept,
and thereby a Rumanian national brend of Communism. For Moscow it is

an experiment; for Gheorghiu-Dej a hazard that may cost him his life,

Gheorghiu-Dej has grown upinahard school. He understands, in spite of
his submissiveness to the Soviet powcr; how to remain a popular Rumanian

Communist leader. Like every climber, he bends his entire energy and

his innate intelligence to making himself an important party-fellow. He
has always shown great eagerness to learn. His colleagues say he is slow
and self-minded, but has genuine ability. He is not ashamed to show

his ignorance in dechnical and economic problems and does not hesitate
to let himself be instructed until he understands fully. He learned
some French in prison. He now leads a luxurious life in the elegant
villa Karmitz, which is located on the beautiful Soceaua Kisselef in Bu~-
charest, not rar from Ana Pauker's neighborhood. He also has a country
house in Predeal (the property of the former Prime Minister Ion
Gigurtu). He has at his disposal two American automobiles: a Buick and
& Lincoln, both bought in Switzerland. He is clothed by the best
tallors of Bucharest, Leonard and Kovalciuk. The brother of Gheorghiu-
Dej works in a small factory in Barlad. He never has contact with his
brother.

Gheorghiu-Dej is separated from his wife; and this has given rise to a
certain amount of scandal in Bucharest in spite of his efforts to hush
the matter up. His wife was, until 1944; a household employee of the
merchant Smyrnais in Galati. He has two daughters. The elder, Vasilica,
studied at the Institute of Economic Knowledge and Planning (formerly
the Business Academy). Although married to a captain of the People's

- Police, she keeps her father's name in order to show whose daughter she

is. ©She is 24, emall, dark and plump, with good manners and middling
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intelligence, Her wedding was celsbrated at CGheorghiu-Dej's house in the
old boyar style, two days wmeming, The younger daug,l ter g 17, She
attended the French achool of Noire Dame de Siou in Bucharest (closed
since 1948). Cheorghiu-Dej has his leve affairs, expecially one with
the wellmknewn actress Elvira Godeavu.

29. Like nearly all the governmsul hossse, members of the Nat .‘chsl Assembly,
the party Central Comn 3 L the 'l,_ha:s:
comparatively high salary wnbing b *OO O% ek (ud mwr&my) per
morth. An-average worker can hardly garv Lsi} 20 Ll per mowtk,

arkets and
ez, are only for

dn the s;

- goods

30. Gheorghiu=Dej's household
clothing stores whers the
the bosses of the regime,

31. Gheorghiu-Dej has been honcied by Moscow with the tikle "Champion of
Social Labor' and with the gold medal of the YHammer and Sickle.®
Factories at Hunedvara {steel works) and Doiresti (Shermo-electricity)
bear his name. On his 50th birthday the Helshevisi Party Central
Committee sent him a telegram of congratulstion, vue-*"bing that only
happens when the Kremlin wishes to bestow 2 special mark of faver,

X

25X1 |Comments  I6 has not Been estalblished vhed
was oom in 190L or 1903, The Iatter year, with nc
indicated; is usually given in official commusrsic
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